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Before the Ever After
Author: Jacqueline Woodson
As a pro football star, ZJ’s dad has been everyone’s 
hero. But lately his dad is having trouble 
remembering things and seems to be angry all 
the time. ZJ’s mom explains it’s because of all 
the head injuries his dad sustained during his 
career. As ZJ contemplates his new reality, he 
has to figure out how to hold on tight to family 
traditions and recollections of the glory days, all 
the while wondering what their past amounts to 
if his father can’t remember it.
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Aretha Franklin was born to sing. Her string 
of hit songs earned her the title “Queen of 
Soul,” multiple Grammy Awards and a place 
in the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. Aretha also 
spoke out against injustice and fought for 
civil rights. 
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